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Overview

History
e What We Did

e What We Learned

e (Qutcomes



How Did We Get Here?




Study Area by Zones

==mn Project area

Broadway Ave

1. Broadway Ave to I-35W 4. Snelling Ave to Marion St
2. I-35W to Hwy 280 5. Marion St to Mounds Blvd
3. Hwy 280 to Snelling Ave 6. Mounds Blvd to Hwy 61



EXHIBIT 1: PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT PROCESS

Planning

Preliminary
Engineering

Operations +
Maintenance

6/15/2018



Baseline: 2,200+ completed surveys

Purpose

* Build a foundation to measure:

« Community perception, satisfaction and
confidence in MnDOT

* Opportunity to participate in past engagement

 How they receive their information

Key Takeaways

* 70 percent say it is important that they provide
their opinions and ideas to MnDOT.



Key Takeaways ...

12.8 percent of the total
population of the 1-94
Corridor (Somali &
Ethiopian two largest
populations)

Somalis first immigrated
to Twin Cities in 1980s
(educational &
professional reasons)

Arrived in larger numbers
in early 1990s due to civil
war in Somalia

Growing number
returning to Somalia
(stability back home)

Zone Profiles — Community Overviews

+ Somali Museurn of Minnesota

WHY did community organizations form?

Concentrated in Cedar-Riverside neighborhood, Somali community organizations
provide assistance in financial literacy, home ownership, senior care, and business
development, among many other services. Ethiopian organizations in the Tiwin
Cities include Ethiopian Community in Minnesota, which promotes successful
integration of Ethiopians to the wider American culture, while preserving their
unique heritage.

WHERE do East Africans live and work?

The majority of Somalis in the Twin Cities live in the Cedar-
Riverside neighborhood and around Lake Street in South
Minneapolis. The Somali community has successfully established
many businesses, including the Karmel Somali Mall in Minneapolis,
which features a number of women-owned shops.

\ WHO are East African political figures in Minnesota?

AN Somali community political activism is growing, including a Somali-American

N Cancus in the Democratic Farmer Labor (DFL) Party, and the chairing of the

S Republican Party’s Immigrant Relations Committee in Minnesota by a Somali

American. In November 2016, the first Somali-American woman, Ilhan Omar
from Minneapolis, was elected to the Minnesota State Legislature.

(Recent African Communities)

Current Population
Distribution and Density

Culturally Significant
Area/Place

WHAT countries are represented?

Minnesota has the ninth largest African population in the United States—

approximately 22% of all immigrants in Minnesota come from Africa. Tiwo-
thirds are from East African countries such as Somalia, Ethiopia, and Kenya,
and the remainder from West African countries such as Liberia and Nigerja.

+ Ethiopian Community in Minnesota

HOW did global events impact immigration? \

A series of violent conflicts in Ethiopia led to widespread dislocation and prompted 4 \
\ refugees to resettle in the U.S. in the late 1990s and early 2000s. Minneapolis is now
| one of the largest settlements of Ethiopians in America. Somali refugees arrived in
larger nurmn bers after the outbreak of civil war in their home country in 1991, Somalia ' 4
went through a series of transitional governments until the establishment of the Federal J
Government of Sornalia in 2012, which has brought increased stability, and with it, the F 4
return of sorne Somalis to their home country: >~

/ WHEN did East Africans first arrive?

\ / Ethiopians immigrated to the U.S, in small numbers from the end of World
War IT to the 1970s for educational and professional reasons. Somalis first
immigrated to the Twin Cities, for similar reasons, in the 1980s.




Listening Sessions: 75+ people

225+ One on One

Purpose

* Learn how to better engage with communities and
begin to form resilient relationships

e Obtain a better sense of community needs to help
guide engagement

Key Takeaways - Themes/Needs

* Transparency

e Ample lead time

 Horizontal, not just vertical, connections

e Meet community where THEY are

* Neighborhoods and District Council resources vary
* Clarify “role of MnDOT”

e “Be present and listening”




Listening for “Values”: 800 Interviews and 1200+ Surveys

Purpose

* Gain an understanding of the attitudes, desires and values of residents impacted by the 1-94
freeway in order to plan more effective, targeted activities to engage audiences

Key Takeaways
* Active contributors concerned about:
* More traffic lanes
* Better maintenance
* Better traffic flow
* Wider roads or lanes

* Informed observers concerned about:
* More traffic lanes and traffic flow
* Better maintenance
e Safe ramps and better access
* Noise

* Unreached observers concerned about:
* Traffic flow
 Better maintenance
* Access
* Noise 9

* Hands-on participants concerned about:
» Safety
* Pedestrian-friendly features
* @Green space
* Access



6 Visioning Workshops & 15 Community Events: 443 Comments

Purpose —

* Neighborhood-level transportation
values, issues and concerns

e Better understand vision(s)

* Ground work for next steps of
engagement

* Understand communities along 1-94 and
how the freeway affects them.

 What works well and what needs
improvement on, along and across 1-94.
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Interactive Map: 250+ Comments

Purpose

e Alternative Engagement

 “Impacted” and “User” vision(s)
* Freeway Impacts
* Works Well

 What Needs Improvement

DEPARTMENT OF
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RESET MAP
MAP LAYERS Roseville
<All> v 7
COMMENT CATEGORIES 'f
<All> v To add a comment, drag the map

to align the crosshairs to the
location you want to submit a
comment about and then click the
crosshair icon or select the "Add a
Comment" button.

University of]
mvrmreaponS  Minnesota
Y Ay e apyS Mimeset

ABOUT THE STUDY

The Minnesota Department of
Transportation is leading a study to

View recently submitted
comments

PAYNE - PHALEN

9 @1
'@ﬁw ]|

UNIVERSITY

Vi vision for the fu
develop a vision for the future of the LONGEELLOW V

Interstate 94 corridor between St. Paul

(Hwy 61) and Minneapolis (Broadway

Ave.). The results of this study will be ’f
used to help guide e MACALESTER
transportation project development SROVELAND

and investment in this corridor.

The study started in early 2016 and is
anticipated to continue into 2018 Minnehaha
Regional Park

WHY CROWDSOURCE
COMMENTS? L.

As part of the data gathering efforts for f
we need to hear from you
jsource Map is a u Mendota
to do just that. Y nake a Mendota
niihlic cnmments as vnir'd like ar e

Lilydale

Mississippi
National River

and Recreation Battle Cret
Area Regional Pi
West St Paul
+

®

Map data ©2018 Google = Terms of Use
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http://www.rethinkingi-94.com/crowdsource/map
http://www.rethinkingi-94.com/crowdsource/map
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Bringing it all together
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Engagement - Guiding Commitments

What Communities Expect from MnDOT

COMMITMENT DESCRIPTION

VISION Understanding a community’s underlying values and issues of importance, now and into the future,
to articulate common ground. Building toward that vision with each project, and demonstrating that
commitment to communities over time.

TRANSPARENCY Communicating realistic timelines, participation impact, funding realities, decision-making processes,
and levels of authority. Making visible the context of the whole process at each step.
RESPECT/AUTHENTICITY Providing timely, accessible information as well as multiple options for participation. Acknowledging

issues and constraints communicated by stakeholders.

CO-POWER Cultivating joint ownership of each stage of the process, acknowledging that local knowledge is valid
and valuable expertise. Including communities in identifying criteria for prioritizing decisions, and being

partners in problem solving.

INCLUSIVITY Creating inclusive partnerships and teams, from vision to construction. Ensuring that multiple voices
are engaged and are reflected in decision making.
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Engagement — Livability Framework

What Communities Expect from the Project Work

CATEGORY DESCRIPTION

HEALTH AND Quality of life, comfortable environment, wellbeing, sustainability, green space, land use, health,

ENVIRONMENT communication, tangible benefits

SAFETY Personal security, livability

SENSE OF PLACE AND Vibrancy, sense of place and identity, cultural pride, our future

LEGACY

ECONOMICS Jobs, business vitality (opportunities and development), wealth generation, revenue generation,
affordability over time

TRUST Familiarity, cohesion, stakeholder involvement, good faith collaborations, collaborative work with an
interdisciplinary and multi-jurisdictional team, resilient relationships

CONNECTIONS Infrastructure aligning with meaningful physical, social, and cultural community connections

EQUITY Inclusive of all people (all races, ethnicities, incomes and abilities) with extra effort to ensure that

historically under-represented populations are included and, to the extent possible, past inequities are
addressed




Public Engagement Toolkit

Project managers and teams can use to
develop project-specific plans for public
engagement

Projects of all sizes and types; can be
used for other projects and studies.

Features a variety of engagement tools

to assist in the creation of plans it -3
¢« 7 Profil P 2% Reth_lnkln 1-94
one rrotiies Public Engagement Toolkit

%1

* Historical and Community Noch 2 -
Overviews o o T

* Market Segmentation
e Community Comments Database
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QUESTIONS — THANK YOU

Brenda Thomas
Brenda.Thomas@state.mn.us
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