MnDOT’s living snow fence program focuses on planting
trees, shrubs and native grasses alongside sections

of state maintained highways identified as having a
blowing and drifting snow problem.

The program provides cost share assistance to
landowners to achieve 100 percent cost share for
planting a living snow fence.

This cost share assistance includes:

« Installing geotextile fabric weed barrier up to $1.00
per lineal foot.

¢ Planting trees and shrubs.

e Planting a pollinator seed mixture in snow catch area.

MnDOT provides an 8 percent administration payment
(based on the cost of materials and labor for planting the
living snow fence) to the Soil and Water Conservation
Districts for coordinating design and installation of
living snow fence plantings.

MnDOT also provides annual payment for 10 to 15 years
to landowners for snow storage and maintenance of
living snow fences.

Snow storage payment is based on a 150-foot wide
snow catch area. Snow fence maintenance payment
is currently set at $155 per acre of living snow fence
installed.

This payment provides for an annual adjustment in
yearly payment based on performance of the Farm
Product Price Index. However, if the Farm Product Price
Index declines over a given year, MnDOT agrees not to
pay less than the dollar amount agreed upon at sign-up.

crop land

Twin Shrub Row with Snow Catch Area Being Cropped
If the snow catch area is cropped, MnDOT will provide a 50 percent match of the CRP
soil rental rate payment.

Prevailing Winter

ind Direction

Right of Way

Variable depending on snow storage needs.

Prevailing Winter

ind Direction

Crop land

Living Snow Fence with a Grassland Nesting Bird and Insect Pollinator Component Planted in Snow Catch Area.

If the snow catch area is planted with a pollinator seed mixture, MnDOT will provide a 100
percent match of the CRP soil rental rate payment.
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of snow transport the
critical shrub height ranges
from the 8 to 15 ft tall

Plant a cool season firebreak (e. g.,
junegrass, bluegrass, sedges) so fire
can be used as management tool in the

grasslands

Insect Pollinator
Wildflower Species

«Black-eyed Susan

* Blazingstar

« Butterfly Milkweed
« Coneflower

« Maximilian Sunflower
«New England Aster

« Purple Prairie Clover

« Stiff Goldenrod
Wild Bergamot

Native Grasses Mixture

* Big Bluestem

« Sideoats Grama

« Canadian Wild Rye

* Slender Wheat Grass
« Western Wheat Grass
* Switchgrass

« Little Bluestem

* Indian Grass

additional grassland cover
wildlife habit and to control
soil erosion




Resources

e Living Snow Fence
mndot.gov/environment/livingsnowfence/

« Center for Transportation Studies
http://snowcontroltools.umn.edu/

« Plant selector
mndot.gov/roadsides/plantselector/

e Minnesota noxious weed control strategies
mndot.gov/roadsides/vegetation/pdf/noxiousweeds.pdf

e Pollinator best management practices for roadsides
and other rights of way
www.mda.state.mn.us/protecting/bmps/~/media/Files/
protecting/bmps/pollinators/pollinatorbmpsroad.pdf

e Insect pollinator best management practices for
Minnesota yards and gardens
www.mda.state.mn.us/protecting/bmps/~/media/Files/
protecting/bmps/pollinators/pollinatoryardbmps.pdf

e Promote pollinators in agricultural landscapes
www.mda.state.mn.us/protecting/bmps/~/media/Files/
protecting/bmps/pollinators/pollinatorsagland.pdf

e MnDOT erosion control and stormwater management
www.dot.state.mn.us/environment/erosion/seedmixes.html

For general questions, contact:

Dan Gullickson

Living Snow Fence Program Coordinator

daniel.gullickson@state.mn.us
651-366-3610

District 1
Vacant

District 2

Gale Tiedemann

218-277-7974
gale.tiedemann@state.mn.us

District 3

Patti Wallin Johnson

320-223-6524
pat.wallinjohnson@state.mn.us

District 4

Joe Stegmaier

218-846-7943
joseph.stegmaier@state.mn.us

Metro

Ryan Sodd

651-234-7923
ryan.sodd@state.mn.us

District 6

Tim Zierden

507-286-7575
tim.zierden@state.mn.us

District 7

Gerald Krebs

507-304-6230
gerald.krebs@state.mn.us

Lonny White

507-822-0809
lonny.white@state.mn.us

District 8

Craig Gertsema

507-537-2059
craig.gertsema@state.mn.us

MnDQOT Living Snow Fence
Partnership






